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SERMON 


John vii. 47, 48, 49. 


re ye alſo deceived? have any of the 


Rulers, or of the Phariſees belie- 
ved on him? But this people who 
knoweth not the law is accurſed. 


HE Miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
by which his DoGtrine was confir- 
med, were ſo exceeding many, and 
—_— great, that they prevailed 

people who beheld them 


Z to believe that he who wrought them was indecd 
} the Chriſt. For many of the people believed on him, 
* ſaying, when Chriſt cometh will be do more miracles 


7 than theſe ? Verfe 31, Theſe apprehenſions of 


= the Vulgar did ſo Alarum the Chief-Priefts, and 
© Phariſees, who faw their Intereſt, Authority, 
Z and Credit with the people muſt decline, as 
2 faſt as that of Chriſts prevailed, that they forth- 
3 with diſpatcht their Officers to take him, and 
Z bring him to them, Verſe 32. Theſe Officers 
ZZ when they had hcard the gracious words which 


A 3 iſſued 
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SERMON 


John vii. 47, 48, 49. 


| fre ye alſo deceived? have any of the 
Rulers, or of the Phariſees belie- 
ved on him? But this people who 
knoweth not the law is accurſed. 


HE Miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
by which his Doctrine was confir- 
med, were ſo exceeding many, and 
excecding great, that they prevailed 

on thoſe plain hearted people who beheld them 

| to believe that he who wrought them was indeed 
the Chrift, For many of the people believed on him, 


ſaying, when Chrift cometh will he do more miracles 


than theſe ? Verſe 31, Theſc apprehenſions of . 


the Vulgar did ſo Alarum the Chief-Priefts, and 
Phariſees, who faw their Interelt, Authority, 
and Credit with the people muſt decline, as 
faſt as that of Chriſfts prevailed, that they forth- 
with diſpatcht their Officers to take him, and 
bring him to them, Verſe 32. Theſe Officers 
when they had heard the gracious words which 
A 2 ſued 
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ASERMON. 


ifſued from the mouth of Chriſt, were Ythem- 
ſelves taken by him, they who were ſent to 
bring Chriſt to the Priefts and Phariſees, were 
themſelves brought to Chriſt, and ſo theſe Con- 
verts neglect to do the Office of the High-Prieſts 
Serjeants, And being asked the reaſon why they 
had not brought Chrift, they boldly anſwer, that 
they had heard ſuch gracious and heavenly words 
proceeding from him as never man before him 
ſpake.and therefore could not think it fit to appre- 
hend ſo excellent a perſon, as he was. The 
Phariſees, hearing this anſwer, do preſently con- 
clude their Officers muſt be deceived in theſe kind 
thoughts of Chriſt, and offer this, as they ſup- 
poſed.convincing Argument, to prove it, viz. that 
though the giddy multitude, who had no know- 
ledg of the Law, and therefore no capacity to 


underſtand the mind of God contained in it, | 


might be enclincd to think that Feſzs was indeed 
_ theChriſt, yet ſince the Relers of the Church, the 
Sanbedrim, ſeeing the Dofors, and Expounders 
of the Law, the Scribes and Phariſees believed not 
on him, but did unanimouſly reje& him as a vile 
Impoſtor, they muli be certainly deceived, who 
apprehended otherwiſe concerning him, becauſe 
they followed the verdict of the ignorant, and 
giddy multitude, in oppoſition to the better 
judgments, and the mature deliberations of their 
Church Guides, and Jcarned Clerks. 

Now amongſt all the Arguments by which the 
Emiſſaries of the Church oft Rome endeavonr to 
beguile unſtable ſouls, and beget in them a ſuſpi- 
tion that they have been ſeduced from the Chxrch, 


none 1s more plauſible than this which by theſ 


Phariſees is here laid down. I therefore ſhall 
endeavour, 


i. 149 


| {ct over you. 


4 SERMON. 
1. To propound the Argument which is here 
urged by the Phariſees to prove our Feſus could 


hot be the true Meſſiah, in'its full firength and 


vigor. And 

2, To ſhew that what the Papiſts do produce 
to prove that Proteſtants muſt be deceived, is 
cxactly parallel to what the Phariſees did, or 
might produce againſt our Saviour, and the ſame 
arguments might with equal reaſon have been 
urged by the unbelieving Fews againſt our Lords 
Diſciples, and thoſe who laid the firſt foundations 
of, and became carly converts to the Chriſtian 
Faith 3 As they are urged by the Papiſts againſt 
our departure from the Church. of Rome. 

Now the Argument contained in the Text is 
this, viz. You mult be certainly deccived if you 
believe that Feſtes is the Chriſt ; Becauſe you do, 
by entertaining this perſwafion, contradict the 
judgment of your Church Guides which God hath 
Forthey have frequently afſem- 
bled for the determination of this grand dcbate, 
Il hether this feſus was the Meſſiah promiſed to the 
Fews or not, and they have conſtantly determined 
that he was not the Chriſt. And have unani- 


# mouſly concluded that he deſerved to be puniſh- 


cd as a vile Impoſtor, and that all who did confeſs 
that he was the Chriſt, (ſhould be excommunicated. 
In an aſſembly conliſting of Chief Prieſts, and 
Phariſees, they poſitively declare that Chriſt could 


S; it 


be no Prophet becauſe he was a Gali/ean. This John vil. 52. 
all, ſay they, who ſearch the Scriptures may Yerfe 41, 42+ 


Moreover they determine in my 


panly ce. 


ext, that all who ſo eſteemed him were them- Verſe 47, 48, 
ſelves deceived, and that they lay expoſed to this 49- 


delution for want of knowledge in the Law. In 


the ninth-Chapter of St. Fohn, the Phariſees again yetſe 16, 


declare 


_—— 
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declare that this man could not be of God, becauſe 
SwtnSevr, be did not keep the Sabbath. Moreover thele Pha. 
John is. 22. 7;ſees, and other Rulers of the Church, determis 


Xl. 42. nedand agreed together, that whoſoever did confeſs | 


that Jeſus was the Chriſt, ſhould ſuffer excommuni- 


cation. They therefore thought themſelves infal- | 
. Diſc. chap. 4: libly certain, (if excommunication be as R. H, | 
S. 64, 65, 69 informs us, an evidence of a claim to be infallible) Þ 
"3s that Chriſt was not the true Meſfiah. Elſewhere | 


Mark 111. 22. | Fe 
Sudproy 53a- the Scribes and Phariſees do politively conclude 


Wy. that Chriſt did only Caſt out Devils through Beel- 
Joh. x1. 47:52, zebuh. After ſome days they again call a Comn- 
J3- cil and there determine that it was fit that Chriſt 
ſhould die. This the High-Prieſt declares, and 
Luke xxii, 66, all the Phariſees, and the Chief-Priefts agree to 
execute, A full Aflembly conſiſting of the High- 
Priefts, and all the Chief- Priefts, Presbyters, and 
Scribes, Chriſt being brought before their Comncil, 
do with one voice declare that he was worthy to 
dic as a Blaſphemer, and alſo that by their Law he 
_ to die, becauſe he made himſelf the Son of God, 


ftcr his death the Chief-Priefts, and the Phariſees, 
with one conſent pronounce him a deceiver, When |! 
Matth. xxvij. the Diſciples began to witneſs that he was riſen | 


63. from the dead, the High-Prieſts, Rulers, Elders, 


$cribes, and all the kindred of the High-Prieſt | 
aſſemble at Jeruſalem, and ſiritly do command | 
AR. iv. 6, 18, DIM nt 20 ſpeak at all, or teach in the name of | 


Feſus. Soon after the High-Prieſt, the Sanhedrim, 


AR. v. 40, and all the Elders of Iſrael, being met in Council, | 
repeat the ſame command, and chaltiſe the Apo- | 
files for their diſobedicnceto it. If therefore the | 
decrees of many Corncils, conſiſting of the Guides | 
of the whole Fewiſh Church, may be cſtecmed ſuf- | 
fhcient to decide a Controverhe, it muſi be cer- Þ 
tain that eſis Chriſt was not the true Meſſiah pro- Þ 

| miſcd 3 


A SERMON. 


miſed to the Fews, but a Deceiver and Blaſphemer. 


Now as a Romanift, having produced five Prcpin- Rational Ac- 
tial, and two General Councils, falſly ſo called, ©unt, Diſc. r. 


? 
| for thatportentous DofQtine of Tranſubſtantia- Ps 


tion, faith, If the Decrees of ſo many Synods, ſo 
often weighing the Adverſaries reaſons and evidences, 
was not ſufficient for ſetling ſuch 4 point, at leaſt as 


J tothe obedience of future filente, and noncontradi- 


Con, and as to ſuffering the Church to enjoy he? peace, 
what can hereafter be ſufficient ? Or can we ever bope 
that any Controverſie ſhall be finally determined, or 
ended by any future Council, if this, (of the Meſſiah) 
# not by theſe forepaſt ? Can there be any ground here 
to queſtion the integrity, or Iawful proceedings of ſo 
many Comncils, dll concurring in the ſame judgment 
(for a Corporal preſence, faith the Romaniſt, that 
Chriſt was a Deceiver, ſaith the Few ?_) Or could 
there be any new light in this point attainable in thoſe 


times, by the private perfon, or Chriſtian Convert . 


which thoſe(Guides of the Fewiſh Church,who con- 


| demined your Feſius) were not capable, or had no no- 
A ze of. 


2. They who fo often, and ſo unanimouſly 
condemned your Savioxr, and his Doctrine ({dith 
the Few) were the Church-Guides by God aps 


P- 6. $5 96 
8, 


pointed to teach the Children of Iſrael all the Sta- Levit. X: 114 


tutes which the Lord had ſpokentothem by the hand of 


Y Moles, to teach Jacob his judgments, and \{rael his 


Law, and by whoſe lips the knorledg of it was to 
be preſerved, They were the men who ate in Scri- 
pture [tyled the Meſſagers, or the Ambaſſadors of 


l the Lord of Hoſts; that is, the men appointed by 


him to declare his meffage to the people. They 


Deur. XXX1}j. 
10, Mal. 1i, 7, 
Ibid. 


were the men Ordained to Miniſter before the Lord peut. xvii. 8, 


 mevery Controverſial matter, rnen who were ſet for 12. 
I the judgrnem of the Lord and for ControverfiessIn Con- 2 CMron.X)%. fe 


#Yoter- 


—_—_ 


8 


\ 
Ezek.xliv, 24. 
Deut. XXL. 5, 
Deut, XV11, 12» 


4 SERMON 
troverſie they ſhall ſtand in judgment, faith the Lords 
and by their word ſhall every Controverſae be tricd. 


Wherefore to a& in oppoſition ta the judgment 
of theſe Gzides, mult be to act preſumptuouſly, 


as God himſelf declares, - to deſpiſe the verdict of | 
Gods Meſſengers,and in a Controverſial matter of 
the higheſt raoment, to reject the fentence of | 
thoſe men, who are by. God Ordained to detine | 
it, and by whoſe words, according to his Ordi- | 


nance, it muſt be tried. | 
3. As for the common people, who in this 


' matter did oppoſe their private judgments to the 


Decrees of their Church Guides, not.acquieſcing 
in their Conciliar determinations, that your Fe- 
ſus was not the true Meſiah, they, faith the Few, 
mult act againſt that Rule which both the Law 
ct Moſes, and the . Prophets have preſcribed, for 


by that Law they are commanded under pain of | 


_ death. when any Controverſic ſhould ariſe among 


Deur, XVI. 8. 
Is 


Hag. 11. IT. 
Mal. 1t. 7+ 


them 20 go to the Prieſts and Levites,vand to the Tudg 
then living, to enquire the ſentence of judgment from his 


mouth, and to do according to the ſentence which they * 
ſhall ſhew them, and according to all that they inform |! 
them.not declining from it tothe right haud.or the left. | 
They by the Prophets are inſtructed to asktbe Prieſts 
concerning the Law, and to ſeek, the knowledg of it | 
from their mouths, They thercfore ſtood obliged to | 
aſlent to the determinations of the Sanbedrim,and i 
the Conciliar Decrees of Prieſts and Levites, Scyibes | 
and Phariſees contirmed by the High-Prieſt, and | 
ſo they were obliged to believe that according to | 
the true intent and meaning, of the Law, your | 


Teſus could not be the true Meſſiah. And conſc- 


quently they mutt err who quitting the Decitions | 
of the Phariſees, and other Rzlers of the Church, R 
embrace that Tenet of the ignorant and giddy | 

. Thus: 


multitude, ' 


for ever with his Church ? 


© where two or three are gathered together in his name, ,,, 
= be will be in the midſt of them ? | 


i would bleſs them ont of Zion, and that whereſo- 
= ever be did record his name, there would be come 


: and bleſs his people, 


@ his Diſciples, viz. He that heareth you heareth me, 
_ He who neglects to hear the Church ſhall be ac- ,.,. 
3 counted'as a Heathen and a Publican. 
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Thus the Few pleads from Scripture, againft S« II, 

our Blefſed Lord. And if yon do compare theſe | 

pleas, and others of like nature, which might be 

offered from the Scriptures by the Few, with what 


7 the Romaniſts do offer for the infallibility of any 
7 of their Conncils, you will ſoon find that all their 


pleas for this infallibility from the New Teftamert, 


Y are paralleled, or rather over-ballanced with pla- 
© ces of like nature in the O74, which do more 


lirongly plead for the infallibility of the High- 


8 Prieft, and Rulers of the Fewiſh Church, For, 


1.Doth.the Romaniſt plead Chrifts promiſe to be —_— RX Vit, 
Anſw, The Fews had equal reaſan to expe 
Gods preſence among them, becauſe he promiſed 


to dwell among the children of Wrael, to meet them Exod. Xxix.. 


424344345. 


| at the Tabernacle of the Congregation, and there ſpeak mic. iv. 9 
with them, to Reign over them in Zion from hence- Pal. cxxxii, 


forth and for ever, He choſe Zion for his habitation, 13, 14+ 


Y and aid of it, this is my reſt for ever, here will 1 ? Aron. vil; 
7 4well, and of Jeruſalem, that he would put his Sh 

i name for ever in that place, and that his eyes,” and 
& bis heart ſhmld be there for ever. 


2, Do they add that Chriſt hath promiſed that 


Matth, xvii, 


Anſw. God alſo promiſed to the Fews that he 
.Pſal.cxxx1v. 3. 


Exod. XX, 24+ 


3. Do they alledg theſe ſayings of our Lord to FAILS 09 


Matth. xvlil. . 


Anſw. God alſo ſaid that he who will not Deut. xvii. 12; 


'& bearken to the Prieſt that ſtands to miniſter before the 


B 3 Lord, 


to A SERMON. 
| $2:M Lord, even that man ſhall die for his preſumption. 
Heb.x111.7,17. 4. Do they fay that Chriſts Apoſtles command: 
ed Chriſtians to obey thoſe that bad the rule over 
them, and to follow their faith? 
Anſw. Our Jeſus did command his hearers to 


Matrh. %111-3: do all that the Scribes and Phariſees did ſay unto 


them, and that becauſe of their Authority deriveg 


from Moſes, and God himſelf commanded all his # 
Deut. &viJ. 10+ people to do according to all that they ſhould he in- || 


formed of by the Prieſts. And 
John xvi. 13. 5+ Do they plead Chriſfts promiſe made to his 


Chap. xiv. 26. Apoſtles that he wanld ſend the Spirit of Truth to i 


guide them into all Truth ? 
Anſw. Whercas this promiſe doth perſonally 
; belong to the Apoſtles, and not to their Succeſſors 
John xiv. 26. (for it is a promiſe to bring to their remembrance 
John xv). 13- by his Spirit, what he before bad ſaid to them 


and to ſhew them things to come, to which Spirit | 


of Propheſie the Roman Dofors do not now pre- 
tend, )) I ſay whereas this promiſe did belong to 


the Apoſtles only, God ſtood obliged by Cove- I. 
nant to cauſe his holy Spirit to remain among | 
Hag. it. 5. the Rulers of the Fewiſh Church. For thus he | 


ſpeaks, according to the ward that I covenanted with 

you, when ye came out of Apypt, ſo my Spirit re- 

' mains among you. Moxeover God promiſed to 

Numb. xi. 17: the $enhedrim that he would put the ſpirit of Moſes 
| %pon them, and in compliance with that promiſe 

he came down in a Cloud, and took the ſpirit 

which was upon Moſes, and gave it tothe ſeventy 

Elders, ſo that they Propheſied and did not ceaſe. Or, 

6, Do they argue for their infallibility, becauſe 

þ Tim. 111. x5. the Church is ſtiled by St. Paul, the pillar, aud the 


_ ground of truth, by reaſon of that truth which is | 


preſerved by hex Governours? 


Anſw. | 


g—_= > 
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| Anſw. God alſo hath declared touching his 

Prieſts, that the Jaw of truth was in their month, Mal. ii. 6. 
and of Feruſalem that ſhe ſhould becalied the City Teh. vili. 3. 
of truth. And if the Church of Fudah hath ſince 
failed, ſo alſo hath the Church of Epheſus, of 
which alone St. Paul afhrmeth that it was the 


pillar, and the ground of truth. + 
7. Do they conclude that the Charch-Guides EPht 1v.11,r:, 


| muſt be infallible, becauſe God hath placed in the 


Church ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Paſtors 
nd ſome Teachers for the perfecting of the Saints, 


| for the work, of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the 


body of Chriſt, that we benceforth be no more chj[- 
dren toſſed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of Do&trine ? 

Anſw. Were not the Jewiſh Prieſts placed alſo 
for this end, for the work of their Miniſtry, the 


E perfeQing of their Saints, the cdifying of their 


Flocks? Were not their lips to preſerve that know- 
ledg which ſhould reſtrain the people from their 


errors? Were not they appointed to heal that Ezek, xxx iv, 
y which was ſick, and bring again that which was 4+ 


| frayed 2 Or, 


Laſtly, Do they triumph in that promiſe of our : 
Lord, that the Gates of Hell ſhould net prevail Vath.xvi. 18. 
againſt the Church ? 

Anſw. God alſo promiſed that his Covenant Jer. xxxiti.20, 
made with his Levites, Prieſts and Miniſters, ſhould 21 


| be ascertain and perpetual, as that of day and 


night. So that I necd not add, that by this Phraſc, 
Chriſt only promiſeth that pious Chriſtians ſhall not 
for ever be detained under the power of the grave, 
which I have elſewhere thewed, to be the natural, 


Eſſay. Chap .3, 


| and only import of theſe words, the Gates of 


= Hell ſhall not prevail againſt the Church, 


B {+ Morcs 
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Moreover the plain meaning of the feregoing 

words, viz. Thou art Peter, and won this rock wil 

s $3 quia die T build my Church, is, as * Tertwllian well informs 
erit Petro Do- us, only this : Thou who haſt firſt of all my Di- 
minus, Super ſciples acknowledged me to be the Chriſt, thoy 
banc petram {ſhalt firſt preach this Dodtrine to the World, and, 


edificaho Ec- 
cleftam meam,id 


by ſo doing,lay the hirlt foundations of a Chriſtian 


circo preſumis Church. Which he accordingly performed, birth 
&+ ad te deri- laying the foundation of a * Church among the} 


waſſe ſolvendi Fews by the converſion of three thouſand ſouls, 


& ligandi po- : | 
tetatem,qualis And after laying the foundation of a Church a- 


es evertens && monglt the Gentiles, by the converſion of Corneli- 
commutans ma- us, and his friends, Chrift having, to fulhl his pro- 
nifeſtum domins rmiſe, * made choice of him among the reſt of the Apo- 


= 0 ftles, that the Gentiles by his mauth ſhould hear the 


(N.B.) bos word of the Goſpel, and believe. Now to pretend 
Petyo conferen- to be St. Peters Succeſſor in this matter, 15 in effect 
tem, fic enis © to ſay, that the foundations of a Chriſtian Church 


exitus docet, in : 
Ipſo Eccleſſa <notyet laid. 


exſtrufta eſt, id 


eft, per ipſum.---ipſe primus in Chriſts Baptiſmo reſerauit aditum celeſti 


Regni. De Pudicitia Cay. 21. Pp. $74: Be Þ Ads2.41- © Atts ts. 7. 


If therefore Roman Catholicks conclude from | 
theſe ambiguous and obſcure places tor the infalli- 


bility of Comnczls,or of the major part of the Church 
guides concurring, with the Pope in any Sentence 
or Decrec, although thele places do not ſpeak one 
ſyllable of any Pope, or major part of the Church- 
Guides, and much leſs of the Romiſh Prelats, and 


leſs of their infallible aſHitance, what Ovations and 


Triumphs would they have made, had it been ſaid 

expreſly of their Cardinals and Councils, as it is 

; ſaid of Jewiſh Prieſts, that they were ſet for judg- 
ment and for Controverſie : had God tixed his glo- 

rious preſence at Rome, as he did at Feruſalem ? 

mT RO | ae pork 


and ſatled there @ ſeat of Judgment, and a _conti- 
pual Cotert of higheſt judicature, as was that San- 
bedrim which in Feruſalem was ſetled:? had he 
dwelt in St. Peters as he dwelt in the Temple ? had 
he left with them, as he did with the Zemfo 
Prieſts,a ſtanding Oracle,a Urim and'a Thummin 
to conſult with on all occaſions ? ſo that this plea 


$ being, much ſironger for the infallibility of the 
Y Smperiors of the Fewiſh Church, than for the infal- 


libility of the whole F/eftern Church, or any of 
its Councils, the Romgn DoGors muſt' acknow- 
ledg, either that they, , fallaciouſly urge it a- 
gainſt Prateftants, or mult confeſs that it ſtands 
alſo good againſt the Chriſtian, and is a confirma- 
tion of all Tobs traditions which were condem- 
ned by ,our Savzoxr, and a ſufficient plea for all 
thoſe errors and corruptions, which, as the Pro» 
phets do.complain, were generally taught and 
practiſed by the Church-Guides, in' the declining 


Ages of the Jewiſh Chureb.. . For if theſe Argu- Y. Stillingfl. 


ments be good now, they, were ſo-then, and if 


@ they were good then, for ought that I can ſee, the 
* High Prieſt, and the major;part of the Chureh Ru- 
 lers of the Jews were always in the right, and. 
| Chriſt. and his Apoſtles; with the Holy Prophets, 


muſtbe in the wrong; | 

Moreover had we no evidence from Scypriere, 
may the Few ſay in proſecution of this Argument, 
reaſon ſeems very ſtrongly to conclude for this 
ſubmiſſion of the common people, and ſome few 
Priejts to the concurring judgments of their: 
Church-Guides, and of the major part of Jews, 


{ who joyned with then in condemnation of your 


Feſus, as a Blaſphemer and falle Prophet, and of 
his-tollowers as Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, or men 


who worlhipped God after that way which by 


the 


Sermon upon 
Atﬀts 24. 14+ 
P- 39. 
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ARs 24.14 the Jews was called Herefie, and were Ring-leaders i © 
ibid. v.s. ofa Se, For ſtill to argue after the manner of iſ # 

the Romiſh Doftore. fide 

x. Is it not reaſonable to conceive that they the 

who were Gods Miniſters appointed for this very ll #7# 

thing to judg in controverſial matters, and to Ec 

make tryal of ſuch as did pretend to Propheſee, as | adl 

was the Fewiſh Sankedrim: I fay, is itnotrea-W 7 / 

ſonable to conceive that the affiſtance of the Ho- I 7 

ly Spirit ſhould be vouchſafed to theſe Rwlers of iſ ©”* 

the Church, and Dofors of the Law, rather than | 

to thoſe common people who bore no ſuch relati- © 92 

on to God, had no commiſſion from him to di- 8 Co 

re& others in the meaning of his word, but had Su) 

ſo many, and ſuch expreſs injunctions to ſeek it fer 

at the mouth of their Chrrch-Guides 2 Can we Il 2" 

imagin that theſe Phariſees and Re#lers ſhould be Fo 

the men ordained by God for Controverſies, and Gu; 

by whoſe words they muſt be tried; and yet ſhould the; 

be ſuch blind and Rupid Grides, as by your Feſis 

they were ſaid to be, that he who was led by them | ler s 

muſt fall into the ditch ? ; 
Moreover were no aſliſtance from above to be | the 

expected in this caſe, is it not reaſonable to | © 

think that theſe great DoFors of the Law, thoſe } - 
numerous Prieſts who made it their whole buſineſs Il #4 

| to ſtudy, and ſearch out the meaning of the Law Ii © 7 
Vid. Azſw. in of Moſes, thoſe Members of the Sanhedrim, who tl 
Numb. x}, 16, gore ſtill choſen out of the moſt Learned Perſons, 


4a 
J, 
=> 
— 


_y and the moſt eminent for wiſdom, I ſay, may we {Y/*"! 
not reaſonably conceive ſuch Perſons to be fitter I <4 
and more able Judges of the ſenſe and meaning ſed 
of that Law, or of the truth of any miracles pre- ww 

a 


tended to be wrought by Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, 

than was that rude and giddy Multitude which | cha 

had no knowledg of the Law? They therefore | tha 
conſidering 
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conſidering their Superiors ſtudy and Learning m wch R.H. 
things Divine,and alſo their own ignorance + they con- Chap.13-p.13s 


fidering both the ſpecial ordination, and commiſſion of 
their Superiors from God to teach them in neceſſary 
truths, and bis charge laid wpon them to obey their 
Eccleſiaſtical Swuperiors, ought to depend upon, and 


adhere to their direfions ſo much the more in any point 


7 of faith, by bow much it is eſteemed more neceſſary, as 


wherein there is a much greater hazard if they ſhould 
erre 

3. All that your Goſpel doth ſuggeſt,'or reaſon 
may pretend for the exemption of the firſt Fewiſh 
Converts from obedience to theſe decrees of their 
Superiors in the Jewiſh Church, way, faith the 
Few, be fully anſwered from the plain Principles, 
and almoſt in the words of Roman Catholicks. 
For to proceed in the expreſſions of R. H. the 
Guide in Controverſies, with very little variation of 
thetn, 

1, Will you afhrm that all the Priefts and Ru- 


| lers, Scribes and Phariſees, and the whole Sanbe- 


drim, aQted againſt their faith and conſcience, in 
theſe determinations by which your Feſxs was 


q condemned as an Impoſtor ? 
Anſw, R. H. will tell you there is a moral cer- Diſcourſe 1. 
tainty that ſo many ſuch perſons cannot conſpire in ſuch G13 S: 37» 


a matter, Vit. 8 neceſſary to Salvation, to falſifie the 3**Þ* 26, 


truth againſt their own belief and conſcience, to their 
Subjets and Poſterity, with an Anathema to all diſ- 
ſenters, oxan excommunication of all who preach- 
ed,and believed that Chriſt was the Meſſiah promi- 
{cd to the Fews, and was alrcady riſen from the 
dead, when their own conſcicnces could tell them 
that theſe things were true. If any canbe ſo un- 


that the Supreqm Councils of the ( Jewith ) Church 
| ſhould 


charitable as to credit of them ſo great a wickedneſs, 1bid. p. 25+ 


Is 
diſcourſe 


z 


36 
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ſhould with deſign decree-an error contrayy to thei 
faith, ( or knowledg ) in this 'meceſſary matter, 
and then enjoyn all their Subjefis to believe it un- 
der Anathemea, he muſt believe that they moſt cer- 
zainly do devote themſelves to eternal perdition. And 
therefore, if not out of Charity, or reverence to ſuch 


ſacred perſons, yet from the irrationality of ſuch a 


defence, it is much better to paſs over this objeion. 


2, Will you ſay that theſe Swperiors were only [| 


to be appealed to in doubtful matters, and that 
this thing, whether the Scriptures declared your Fe- 
ſus to be the true Meſſiah, was not doubtful? 

Anſw. R, H. informs you that @ right judg- 


[ Diſc, Chap. 3. ment cannot but accornt all thoſe places doubtful, in 
$.44-P-29- the ſenſe whereof either the Antient or preſent major 


part of Chriſtianity are of a contrary judgment from 
himſelf. That muſt be therefore doubtful, accor- 
ding to the ground and reaſon of this. Rule, 
which you preſume not to be doubtful, ſince it 
was that in which the m1ajor part of the then pre- 
ſent Fewiſh Church was of a contrary judgment 
from the Chriſtian Convert, 

3. Will youplead in favour of the vlgar, that 
they were bound to hearken- to theſe Fewiſh 
Guides no longer than they followed the Rule of 
Scriptere & - | 

Anſw. Be it ſo, But ſaith R.'H, Who is ap- 
pointed judg of theſe ſupreme Fudges, when they 
tranſgreſs againſt this Rule ? their Subjetts ? who 
are from them to learn the ſenſe of the Rule where dif- 
ficwlt, and diſputed, and who are bidden to follow 
their faith ? The right exerciſe of Judgment will not 
judge ſo, Forit the valgar may paſs this judg- 
ment of the Decrees of many Cxncils, and the 
concurring judgment of their Speriors and Church 


Guides, I hope the matter mult be evident even to | 


the 


en 


whe: 
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he vulgar ſort that notwithſtanding the contrary 
7 lk of . Chief Prieſts and Rwlers, Scribes, © © 
Phariſees and Elders, and almoſt all the Jewiſh 
ation, that ſenſe of Scripture muſt be fale, 
hich their Eccleſiaſtical Guides alledged, to prove 
hat Jeſus was not the true Meſiab, and that ac- 
ording to their Law he was to die, and that ſenſe 
of the Scripture muſt be true which by the Apo 
Hes, and their few Converts, was alledged to 
prove that Feſus was the Meſſiah-promifed to the 
ew, Now how vainly, ſaith R. H. doth any one Ibid. p. 143, 
pretend, or promiſe himſelf a certainty of any thing 
wherein (Oo many Comuncils, and a much major part | 
the Church, having all the ſame means of certainty [ 
xs he, judgeth contrary ? where it ſeems the Scriptzere Rational ac- 
may be ſo doubtful that the ſenſe of the ( then) Ca- yams diſc. 3. 
tholick, Church, or its greateſt Comncils, they ſay, p 1.9% 9-42. 
-an be ts them no certain or infallible interpreter of it, © 
phere the judgment or common Reaſon of theſe Conm- 
ils thinks it ſelf ſo certain of the contrary, as to Ana- 
bematiſe diſſenters, or caſt them out of the Church, 
Dn what grounds bere theſe private Perſons, or new 
rected Churches conld aſſure themſelves of their own 
ſenſe of Scripture to be true, they having left that of 
he Churches Councils, and of a major part of (Jews) 
who alſo judged their ſenſe falſe, I underſtand not. 
urely they will not ſay, they have this certainty from 
be Scripture, becauſe the true ſenſe thereof is the 
bing ſo mainly queſtioned, and the certainty or infal- 
bility of the traditiveſeaſe of the ( Jewilh) Church 
they renounced, and-then, which only is left, their 
mn judgment, or their own common reaſon, when 
that of their greatelt Corncils, or major part of their 
burch-Guides , differs from it , one would think, 
ould be a more fallible ground to them, than 
the judgment or common reaſon of the Church. 
L Ve 
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_ diſc. 2. For a man to preſiane himſelf certain in a matter of 
Pp. _ 2. $.15: 3th, or in bis own ſenſe of Scripture, ( though the 
: literal expreſſion be never ſo clear, ) where ſo many 
Learned and his Superiours, ( comparing other 

Texts, &c. ) are of acontrary judgment, this, faith 

R. H. #4 the ſame as if in a matter of ſence, a dim 

fighted Perſon ſhould profeſs himſelf certain that an 

_ #s white, when a multitude of others, the moſt | 

clear ſighted that can be found, having all the ſame 

means of a right ſenſation as he hath, pronounce it 

V. Rational ac- black, or of another colour. Moreover if theſe Scri- 


count diſc. 2. vtures, or reaſons be ſo clear even to the ignorantÞ 


Chap.s. $.42, 


P-141 and unlearned Few, muſt they not be as clear to 


their Church-Guides ; and may not then theit 
judgments more ſecurely be rely*'d upon, at leaſt 
for any thing which is preſumed to be clear? For 
Diſc. Chap. 3. if Scriptures be maintained ſo clear in neceſſaries, 
S. 37. P- 24+ that every one uſing a right endeavour cannot miſtake 
an them, then ſhall the Church Governours much ra- 
ther, by reaſon of this clearneſs, obvious to every Ru- 
ftick,, not err in them \, and fo ſhall the people, the 
more the Rwle of faith is proved to be clear, the more 
ſecurely rely on, and be referred in them to their di- 
rection. 

4+ If you pretend a more fincere endeavour in 
thoſe few converts to find out the ſenſe of Scrip- 


ture, or ſearch out the truth in theſe matters} 


which, in the caſe of the Bereans, your Scripture 
{eemeth to aflert. 


Anſw, T Anſwer ſtill with the ſame Author, 


Diſc. Chap. 1. that ſince all parties do pretend ſincere endeavour in tht 
P-4,5% Tight underſtanding of the Scriptures, and after it di 
differ ſo much in their ſenſe of it, it follows that ſuch 

fincere endeavours being indifferently allowed to all jo 

ties, the ſenſe of Scripture, ( and the verdict 0 


true reaſon ) onght to be pronounced clear, if on ary, 
on 
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an that ſide as the major part doth apprehend it 3 


( which certainly was not the Primitive Converts, 
but the unbelieving Fews, and their Eccleſiaſtical 


that the Chief Guides of the Church, in their conſults 
concerning a point neceſſary to Salvation delivered in 
Scripture, (as that of the Meſſiah was) uſe at leaſt 
of fo much endeavour as a plain Ruſtick doth to under- 

= ftand the meaning of it. And whatſoever other thing 
is ſuppoſed neceſſary beſides ſincere endeavour, or is 
underſtood to be included in it, ( as freedom from paſ- 
8 fron, and ſecular Intereſt,or alſo a freely profeſſing the 


nt . , ; 
«ol truths which their ſincere endeavour diſcovers to 
oe them, _) none can rationally imagin but that theſe ſu- 


ag prem Church Governours ſhould be as much, or more 


ſon and intereſt blind private men , or our ſelves, 

ak ſooner than General Councils, or a major part of the 
Church, 

| See therefore here the wiſdom of the unbelie- 

1,0 ving Zews, who to preſerve themſelves from erring, 

in this 'matter, made wſe of the ſecureſt way that 


Superiors.  ) For ſurely we have reaſon to preſume Ibid, p. 24- 


7 diſengaged berein, than private men. And that paſ- TÞ1d. p. 145; 


4.08 1e-ſon could imagine, faith R.H. or that Chriſtians Rat. Account 


are preſcribed, whilſt for the ſenſe of the Scriptures Diſc. I. Chap. 


that were controverted in this point of the Meſſiah, 

they choſe not to rely on their own judgments, but on 
© that of the Supremeſt Guides of the Church, and 
Bl 7:dges of Divine Truth that were afforded them on 
earth, and ſo if they erred, yet took, the wiſeſt courſe 
to have miſſed erring that Religion, or Reaſon could 
diftate, To which Guides alſo the ſubje@is of this 
ormer Communion all believed ſubmiſſion of their 
rivate judgments to be due, and to be commanded, 
rom whence alſo it follows that till they are convinced 
WW of error in this point, Viz. that no ſubmiſſion was 
due, to the Decrees of all theſe Conncils, and the 
concurring 


7+ $+77+ P:74s 


Rat. Account 
Diſc. 1, Chap. 
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concurring judgment of thoſe Spiritual Guides by 
whom your eſs was condemned, they are no 
capable of being convinced in any other matter, 

If laſtly.,you affirm that the common people had 
conviction; and demonſtration from the Miracle; 
of Chrift of the falſhood'of the Decrees, and the 
Interpretations of their Church Guides in this mat: 
ter, and of the truth of that Chriſtianity which 
they embraced in oppoſition to thoſe ſaid Decree, 

Anſw. This I confels is a great truth, but then 
the Roman DoFors cannot plead it, without reje. 
&ing moſt of. their profeſſed Tenets, and their 
firongeſt pleas for abſolute ſubmiſſion to the Ma: 
Jor part of their Chxrch Guides. For, 

' I, Admit our Saviour, and his Apoſtles wrough 
true Miracles, how did the v#lgar perceive them 
ſo to be but by their ſenſes ? and how did they in- 
fer from them the truth of Chriſtianity, but by 
their private Reaſons? Now the evidence of ſenſ 
and reaſon muſt be both neglefed, (aith the Roma 
nift, when a Divine Revelation declares any thin; 
contrary to them, This, and this only, being thci 
defence of Tranſubſtantiation againſt the common 
ſenſe and reaſon of mankind. Now of the cer: 
tainty of a Divine Revelation, or the true ſenſe 
of Scripture, they make the judgment of the Ml 
jor part of their Church Guides to be ſufficient evi 
dences, and fo there was ſufficient evidence, ac- 
cording to this Rzle, that all the Miracles which 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles ſeemed to work, wer 
done in oppoſition to Dzvine Revelation, or thc 
true ſenſe of Scripture, 

2, Certain it is that the Rwlers of the Fews.and 
the prevailing part of the whole Nation, differct 
from the converted Chriſtians in their apprehenſt 
qns of thele Miracles, and judged them all 2 

bolica 
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bolical Impoſtures, or trials of their Faith, &c- 
Now this ſeems neceſſary to be granted, faith R. H. 
that in what kind of knowledg ſoever it be, ( whe» 
ther of our ſenſe or reaſon, in what ever Art or Sci- 
ence_) one can never rightly aſſure himſelf concerning 
his own knowledg, that he is certain of any thing for 
a truth, which all, or moſt others of the ſame, or 
better abilities for their cognoſcitive faculties, in all 
the ſame external means, or grounds of the know- 
ledg thereof, do proneunce an error. So that where 
all, or moſt differ from me, it ſeems @ ſtrange pride 
not to imaginethis defeft in my ſelf, rather than them, 
eſpecially when as all the grounds of my ſcience are 
communicated to them, and when as for my own 
miſtakes, I cannot know exadily the extent of ſuper- 
natural deluſions. According, therefore to this 
Rule, it was ſtrange pride in the firſt Converts to 
Chriſtianity among the Fews, to judg the Miracles 
of Chriſt, or his Apoſtles true, when moſt of their 

own Nation, as well as Heathens, dificred from 

them in that apprehenſion, and ſpake ſo freely 

every where againſt the Sed of Chriſtians, 

3. The truth of the pretences of our Lord, and __ | 
his Apoſtles, depended on two things, viz. the ful- Srillir gf, ibid! 
filling of Propheſies, and the truth of his Mira- F* 4?* 
cles, Now according to the Roman Principles no 
man could be certain of the truth of either of theſe 
without the Authority of the then preſent Church. 

For the fulfilling of Prophelies depended on the 
ſenſe of many obſcure places of Scripture, of which, 
ſay they, the Major part of the Church-Guides 
muſt judg. And for, Miracles, they tell us that 
there is no certain way of judging true, from falſe, 
but by the Authority of the Church. Now if theſe 
things be ſo, what graund could the firſt Jewilli 
Converts have to believe any” the trueMcſſnah, 

k Lis 


Rar. Account 
Diſc.q. Conf. 3. 
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or a worker of trne Miracles, when in believing both - 
theſe: things, they muſt oppoſe the Amthority of the do 
. then preſent Church, bs, Ou! 
| 4: All that hath been diſcourſed in anſwer toff the 
the fortner pleas, ſerves alſo againſt this. For Pr: 
| who ſhall be judg whether theſe Mzracles were lf fro 
true, and were ſufficient to confirm. the Chriſtian = 
|: Faith ? thoſe Perſons whoſe Office it was to judg MW nai 
! both of true Prophets, and true Miracles, or thoſe I Fe 
i who had no power or commiſſon ſo todo? Was iff grc 
| not the Fewiſh Sanhedrim and other Rwlers of tho 
that Church more able Judges of the Truth, and I Hc 
the validity of any Miracles pretended to. be lf the 
wrought by Chrift and his Apoſtles, than was that Mau 
Multitude which, as experience teacheth, may Wor 
be impoſed upon with eaſe? Were not thoſe 8 ag; 
| Guides who were appointed to be Fradges in all Fj 
| other matters, the proper Jzdges of this Contro» 
| verſie? Have we not reaſon to believe their judg- WW dit 
| ment was as frce from intereſt and paſſon, and WM: 
| their endeavors to ſearch out the truth of theſe MW 1/7 
| relations as ſincere, as was the judgment or en- ff thi 
[ig : deavours of the Laity? When therefore theſe i thi 
If | Church-Guides did notwithſtanding thoſe preten- I thi 
j ded Miracles of Chrift and his Apoſtles, conclude Il thi 
unanimouſly that Chriſt was a Deceiper, was it iſ thi 
not abſurd to ſay that what they ſo univerſally Il coi 
determined, might' be diſcerned by any private © an 
judgment to be the cleareſt falſhood ? that vulgar Wl bis 
perfons had demonſtration in this matter againſt WW w: 
the judgment of the whole. body of their Guides, iſ 7e 
] and that thcir common reaſon was able. todiſcern ſ w! 
j that-to: be: manifcltly true, which the ſame com- I on 
| | mon reaſon of their Superiors,judged to be mani- If rej 
teltly-falſc? 4 


Thus 


— 
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Thus have we ſeen that Scripture and Reaſon : 
do more countenance. the Few pleading againſt | 
our Lord, and the fiſt Chriſtzan Converts, than ©_ ' 
they do.countenance the Papiſt pleading againſt - 
Proteſtants. Tn the laſt place the Few may argue 
from Tradition thus, viz. | 

Theſe Spiritual Guides in making thisdetermis« 
nation and paſſing of this judgment concerning 
Jeſus, were! guided by that Rale, which by the 
greate(ſt part of Chriſtians, I mean the Roman Ca- Synod. Tri: 
tbolicks, is:highly.magnificd, and equaled with the Sell. 4. 
Holy Scriptures, viz. Tradition, ackowledged by 
the preſent Church for ſuch. And ſo your Feſws 
mult alſo upon this account be deemed an Impoſtor, 
or. the pretences and pleadings of the Romanijt 

ainſt the Proteſtant, from the Tradition of the 
Church, muſt be acknowledgcd to be vain. - For, 

I, It is moſt certain that the Fews had a Tra- 
dition generally reccived among{i them that their 
Meſſiab at his coming thould reſtore the Kingdom to 
Iſrael. That he ſhould ſubdue the Nations under 
them, and ſhould erect a Femporal Dominion in 


W the Fewiſh Nation over all their Enemies. Even 
the Diſciples of .our Lord did conſtantly believe 
this Article, till by. the Holy Ghoſts deſcent upon, 
them, they were bettet-intormed, Witneſs their © _ 
conteſts who. ſhould. be greateſt in that Kingdom, Matth, xviil.t; 


and the detire of the Sons of Zebedee to fit one at Marth. XX. 2 fs 


bis right hand, another at his left hand init. This 
was our Faith, faith Cleopas, we truſted that this Luke XX1v42t 
| Feſus ſhould bave Redeemed our Iſrael. And 

when they were afſermbled, after the Reſurrecti- 

on, their firſt enquiry is this, Lord wilt thou now AR. t. 64 
reſtore the Kingdom to Iſrael, It is therefore cer- 

tain that this was the received Tradition of the 


whole Jewiſh Church, grounded as they ſuppoſed, 
KK2. port 
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ay mu nuts of upon the Scriptures which did neceſſitate them to 
I wndbZ- expe a glorious Meſſiah, not ſuch a one, ſaith Try- 
6c. Lox x Br pho, as your mean and deſpiſed Feſuus was. 
xsCemy. Dial. © 2+ It wasalſo a Tradition which generally ob- 
p. 249-B. tained amongſt the Fews, that their Elias, who 
was called the Thisbite, was to appear again in 
perſon before the advent of the true Meſſiah, fo 
Mal. iv. 5. was that place of Malachi Tranſlated by the Se- 
verty three hundred and cighty years before our 
Saviours coming. Behold I ſend unto you Elias 
Toy OerCirlw before the great and glorious day of 
"Ex 5 T8 nds the Lord come. All we expedt, faith Trypho, that 
— TY Chriſt ſhould be anointed by Elias, who is for to come, 
K-99: vs uo- 4nd becauſe this Elias is not come we think your Jeſus 
wa i), Dial. cannot be the Chriſt. Accordingly the Scribes, or 
p. 258. A. the Expounders of the Law, did with one voice 
'On "Hater 9H Qeclare it neceſſary that Elias ſhould firſt come. 
£08, ac 3. It was the general Tradition of the Fews 
Mark ix, 11. , 3 5 
that the Law of Moſes ſhould be perpetually 
obliging tothem 3 and that it was to be obſerved 
even in the days of the Meſſiah. On this preſum- 
ption certainly it was that Chriſts Diſciples, after 
his Refurre@ion, were ſtrict obſervers of the Law 
of Meſes for a conſiderable time 3 and ſo were al- 
ſo many thouſands of the Fewiſh Gonverts. St.Pe- 
ter was (o nicc in obſervation of the Fewiſh cu- 
ſtorms that till hewas informed better by a viſion, 
he thought ſuch mcat was utterly anJawful as was 
forbidden by the Law, ſo that when in that viſion 
he was bid to ſlay and cat, he preſently cries out, 
as a man temptcd to an unlawful a, Not ſo Lord, 
AR. x. 14. for T have never eaten any thing that i unclean, 
St, Fames gives an account to Paxl of the great 
Zeal that all the Fewiſh Converts had to the Law 
AQ. xxl. 20. of Moſes in theſe words, Thou ſeeſt Brother how 
many thouſand of Fews there are which believe, _ 
| : vey 
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they are all. Zealous of: the Law. He farther tells 


him how highly they were all offended with him, Verſe 25, 


becauſe they were informed he had taught that 


they were not obliged to yield obedience to the 
Conſtitutions and Cuſtoms of the Fewiſh Law: 3 


and laſtly doth exhort him to do what might be 
proper to cauſe thele Zealots to believe that he al- 
ſo walked orderly, and kept the Law. * St. Ferom, 
and * Szlpicius inform us that fourteen immediate 
ſucceeding Biſhops, with their flocks, were all ob- 


ſervers of .the Law of Moſes, And by the unbe- 
lieving Fews nothing was' more abhorred than 


the thoughts of changing their Mſaick, Cuſtoms. 
For upon this account St. Stephen was accuſed of 


Blaſphemy againſt Moſes, and the Law, becauſe 
he ſaid that the Meſſiah ſhould change the cuſtoms 
which Moſes had: delivered to them. This accuſa- 
tion before the Scribes, the Elders and High- 
Prieft, was deemed ſuthcient to prove him guilty 
of that capital offence of. Blaſphemy. On this 


account they bring St. Pal before the judgment 


ſczt of Gallo, becaule, fav they, he did perſuade 


men to worſhip God 99 nv viwy, againſt, or 
otherwiſe than was commanded by the Law of Mo- 
ſes. And this opinion they grounded chiefly up- 
on thoſe places which.ſcem to ſpeak of the perpe- 
tual duration of thoſe Statutes, and ſay they (ha}l 
be ordinances to them. for ever, and conſequently 
ſeem to infer a Declaration from the mouch of 
God, that they ſhould not be altered. 

Moreover it is certain that, as the Proteſtants 
condemn as ſinful and pernitious, many Tradi- 
tions and Cuſtoms of the Roman Church, ſo did 
that - Feſus whom Chriltians honour as the true 
Meſſiah, as frequently inveigh againſt, and ſo- 


lemnly condemn- many Traditions which then 


Kk3 were 


Verſe 24. 
a Chron, 2, 
b Lib. 2» C. 45. 


AR, vi.tr, 14. 


AR. xviij. 13, 


Deur,xX1F, 29, 
Levir. 111. 11. 
Exod, X11. 17, 
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' were generally received, : and: practiſed in; th 

Fewiſh Church, as vain and ſinful cuſtems, ian 

: Such as tended to make void the/Scriprares, an 

.render the whole Jewiſh worſhip vain. He ther: 

 foce ſeemeth to have been as great an enemy-t 

: Eccleſiaftical Traditions, though they wereigent 

-raily owned by the then preſent Church, as'ſuct 

- * as Proteſtants can be eſtcerned.. | 

' Laſtly, Certain it is that the. Szpermonry,: ant 
-Church Rulers, or at the leafi the Major, and pre 

vailing part of the Church Rwders, did then. 
firmly, and unqueſtionably 'believethat thok 
Traditions which were condemned by your + 
ſes, and which ſo evidently proved, it true; he 
-was not the Meſſiah promiſed |to the Few, Wen 
' -both agreeable to the word of God Expoundel 
-by their Church Tradition, and were delivered tc 

them by Moſes and the Patriarchs, and Prophet; 
and were continually practiſed by their . \Fors 
fathers.as doth the Roman Church believe that ha 
Traditions were taught, and practiſed by Chrit 
or his Apoſtles, and by their Succeffors through- 
... outall Agesof the Church. 'Hencearethey often 
Neegors of {tyled by them the Traditions of the Antients, or the 
ooo 4 vTegur. Traditions recerved by ſucceſſion from their Fathers. 
A; mwwngs  Andin theirlater writers they are always'held 
mugions, tobederived from God by Mofes together-with 
G-1.1.14 the'written Law, and as an explication-of it, 
Hence, like good Roman Catholicky, 'they wert 
"Amouaiay I) more exceedingly zealous for the Traditions of 'theit 
Seoreis om? Fathers, than for the Law it ſelf, They atculc 
pr gg et all who walked not according to theſe cuftorns of 
memiTriy, {heir Fathers, as perſons wha forſook the Law of 
Act. xxi. 21, Moſes. And todo any thing againſt theſe cuſtoms 


AGXXvII17s of their Fathers was reputed Criminal ; This'be+ 


ing fo, 


I 


1 
f 
C 
( 
f 
( 
1 
; 


A) SE RM ON. 
I ask why the tradition of the major part-of the 
Church Catholick, or Chriftians im any Age whatſo- 


ſhe doth at preſent teach,and'practi(e, ſhe received 
from Chrift and his Apoſtles, ſhould be eftcemed 
ſufficient torender all thoſe perſons guilty of He- 
refie and Schiſm , whodo not yicld afſent to what 
they teach, or a compliance with their pra&ices as 
Roman Catholicks aſſert, and yct that the general 
tradition of 'the then preſent Fewiſh Church, even 
including the Diſciples of Chriſt, thould not con- 
clude them Schifmaticks and Hereticks, who being 


what they ſo generally taught, or comply with 
that which they practiſed as delivered to them by 
Moſes, and the Patriarchs, and Prophets, . 
But to apply theſe things, if it be poflible, .yet 
more particularly untothe pleadings of the Roman 
Church, and toſhew the weakneſs and the pernici- 
ous reſults of their molt {pecious pretences. I add, 
1. Thatnotwithftanding it was the duty of the 
Priefts and Rulers of the Fewiſh Church both to 
preſerve and teach unto the people the knowledg 
of the Law', : yet did the major part of theſe 
Church-Gmuides,. both oft and dangcrouſly (werve 


ed from this their duty. For they did teach and pra- 
ich} ile, and diredt the people into thoſe ways which 
it, were deſiruQtive to the eternal welfare of their 
228 Souls, God by his Propbets doth complain without 


eit exception of them, that they erred in viſion, and Eſa, xxviii. 7 


ever, and their concurring judgment that what 


Members of that-Church, would not aſſent unto... : 


$. VII. 


ſc fiumbled in judgment, that the teachers of his people Ibid, v, 15. 


of i made lies their refuge, and under'falſhood hid then- 
of W ſelves, ſaying, the overflowing ſcourge ſhall not come 10 


WM « :- that their Interpreters bad tranſgreſi'd againſt Ifa. xlil. 27, 
WM bim, that bis watchmen were blind, they were all ig- 14. Ivi. $O58Vs 


norant, all dumb dogs that could not bark, ſleeping .,ly- 
I Kk 4 ing 


ing down, loving to. ſlumber , that they were greedy 
| dogs that could never have enough. Shepherds that 
Jer. ii. 8. could not underſtand, that the Prizfts ſaid not, Where 
is the Lord? and they that handled the Law knew him 
not, that the Paſtors alſo tranſgreſſed againſt bim, and 
the Prophets propheſied by Baal, and walked after 
ſer v.31. things that did not profit. That his Prophets prophes 
cr.v1. 13, 14« fied falſly, and the Prieſts bare rule by their means, 
That from the Prophet to the Prieft every one dealt fal- 
ſly. That they heald alſo the burt of the Daughter of 
hy people ſlightly, ſaying, peace, peace, when there was 
er. viii. 9g, #0 peace. That his wiſe men had rejefed the word of 
= KXiil. 1,2, the Lord, And that the Paſtors whoſe buſineſs it was 
to feed his ſheep, deſtroy d, and ſcattered, and drove 
Ibid. v.11. them away, and did not viſit them. That both. Prieſts 
Ezck.xx11.26. zy4 Prophets were profane. That they had violated bis 
Law.and had profaned his boly things,putting no dif- 
ference betwixt the Holy and profane, the clean and 
Ezek, xxxiv. the unclean,and hid their eyes from bis Sabbaths.That 
I, 6. the Shepherds of Iſrael fed themſelves,but did not feed 
the flock, the diſeaſed did they not ſtrengthen, neither 
did they heal that which was fick,, nor bring again 
that which was driven away, nor ſeek that which was 
loft, but with force and cruelty they Ryled, ſo that the 
Hof. iv.s, Jeep were ſcattered becauſe there was no Shepherd. 
Zeph. iii. 4, That they rejedted knowledg, ſo that Gods people were 
deſtroyed for lack, of it. That ber Prophets were light 
: and treacherous perſons, her Prieſts had polluted the 
Mal.l.8: $ 7nduary, they had done violence to the Law. That 
they had forgotten the Law of their God, they departed 
out of the way, they cauſed many to ſtumble at the 

Law, they corrupted the Covenant of Levi, 

z Moreover of theſe Guides it is expreſly ſaid, 
= mW. 1s, 4 That they which led his people cauſed thent to err, and 
J oP. 5 2" deſtroyed the way of thei paths, That the Leaders of 
Marr. xxiit, #he people caſed them to ery, and they that were led 


\ 
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of them were deſtroyed, and that their Shepherds cau- 
:d them to go aſtray. Our Lord declares, thatthey 
were fools, blind Guides, fill of Hypocrifie, and afiini- 
ns 
an 
not going in themſelves, nor ſuffering them that were 
entring to goin. That they made many falſe de- 
18. Mciſions in matters of ſo great importance as to make 


that they had taken away the' key of | knowledg, Luke xi. 52. 
had ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven againſt men, Matt. XX1ll. 13. 


l- Wovid the Law of God, and render bis whole worſhip Matt. xv.6, 9, 


pains That they tranſgreſſed the commanument of 
God by their Traditions. That notwithfianding 


certainly, if they ſubmitted to their guidance, lead 
them to the pit, Hence therefore I infer, 

1. That even thoſe Spiritual Guides who are 
by Gods appointment conſtituted to inſtrud his 
1d Epcople, and to feed his lock (C for ſuch our Lord 
at Wacknowledged the Scrbes, and Phariſees, and Ru- 
ed Wlers of the Fewiſh Church to be _) may ſcatter, and 
cr Wdeſiroy that lock. And they who are ſet for the 
in Fudgment of the Lord, and for controverſies, may 
25 violate, corrupt, pervert that Law they ſhould in- 
he Fiterpret, they may be partial in it, they may depart 
d. out of the way, they may make:the Command- 
re ments of God of none effec, and his whole wor- 
ip vain by their traditions, they may caule their 


be Weep to err, Rumble, and goaſtray, and that ſo 
at dangerouſly that they whoare led by them ſhall 
e4 Wbedcliroyed with them,and find no entrance into 
ve bliſs. And hence, I hope, I may aſſume the bold- 


neſs to conclude againft the Infallibility of our 
Spiritual Governours, or the concurring judgments 
4 Wot the major part of ,them : which is ſufficient to 
of FFxoot up eyen the foundations of the Romiſh Babel, 


2, Hence 


their infiructions the people were as ſheep without a Matr. ix. ;6. 
Shepheard, or only had ſuch Guides as would moſt Matr, Xv, 14. 
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T: 2. Hence 1-infer thatnotwithſtanding all & Be 


formentioned Scriptures, which lay itwas the dum 
ty.of. the people to ask of theirSprritual Guides tiff; 1m: 


;- ,-: ' Medning of the. Law, andiſeck the knowledg; of if; w 


© attheir mouths, 'and: to enquire after their judeY-al 


ments.in all thoſe Controverſies they were nota;nc 
ble to reſolve. I ſay, hence Tinfer, that notwich-w: 
ſtanding this, the people were not abſolutely obliff} no 


--.-:..:. gedto reſt in the decifionof the major part of 'thelY Ki 


Church Guides, or bound to praiſe all that thel:thi 
approved, for.then an obligation muſt be laid upwi 


..* on them, notonly to err in judgment with themiſſſor 
. to countenance falſe Prophets, and to'{peak peaqſſ-un 


to themſelves when there is no peace, but alſo tl-Gþ 
violate the Law, and to comply with their fall. Th 
gloſſes, and corrupt interpretations of it 3 nal fur 
which is more unreaſonable, they muſi-be thenlff-dil 
obliged to be deſtroyed, to fall into the pit, andtto+ 
exclude themſelves from the enjoyment of ChrſWan« 
Kingdom. Whereas it is a contradiQion to fa{ao! 
that God obligeth any Perſon to tranſgreſs h-bec 
Law, and itis little leſs than Blaſphemy to ſay MyWtior 
doth require them to deftroy themſelves, to fan 


into the pit,or to deprive tham(elves of the enjoyWauc 


ment-of his Kingdom. Hence therefore I ink 
this Corollary: . _. ... | 
That neither are all Chriftian: people, Churches, 
Nations abſolutely bound to reft inthe deciſions of 
major. part of L_ Biſhops, or to prone all th 
they approve and impoſe. "Which propoſition oven 
throws that {Cola and blind hating tothe 
Church \Guides, or Councils which Romaniſts it 
ſtifly plead for 1 ' 1+)...» oro! 
. : 3» Hence it is alſo evident that private perſonWtuei 
or that the #zinor part of the whole' Church muſthre 
haveſufficient ground, cither from'reaſon,or cleaſettt 
Scriptut 
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Seripture, for\their ;refulal 'of cafſent, .and ofſub- - 
.miſhon to.the Aiithority and :definitions of the 
- major patt-of thei Church -Guider;:tor the Fews 
i" were bound tb believeGbriftto:be the true Metab, 
although the High Preeft, and the £1ders tad pro- 
nounced huna 2r, anda Malefattor. ' They 
wereobligeditobelievehis Miracles were wrought, 
not by Be/zebub,but the Spirit of God that Chrifts 
Kings was not of this warkd that Zobn Baptiſt was 
'that Elizr which was for 20 come, and' that 'to cat 
8 with hands unwathed, to'heal:the Hick,” to pluck: - + 
.fome ears of Ctorn'upon the Sabbath day,were not -- - 
$-unlawtal ations, althongh the major part of their _ 
Church Guides" Gauphrt, and bdicved the contrary. Matr. xv. 5. 
They were obliged not to void that:Law of na- 
fure which required Children to relieve their own 
Wl dideſſed Parents, and therefore ftood obliged nut 
wtocomply with thoſe traditions of the Scribes 
fl and Phariſees, which made the word 'of God of 
faſnone cflect, and would not ſuffer them to yield 0- 
Whedience to it.:: And ſeeing they had many tradi- TIze3wote, To 
hl tions and decrees of the like nature, which obtained ama md, 
Wamongſt them, and only/were re jected by the $,- Mark vil. 8. 
joy ducer, and the Diſciples of our 'Lord, mnone' of 
inktheſe could chey comply with their Church Guizlts 
ithout the violation-of that:Law of God; which 
ſure thoy had ſufficient ground and''reaſon:to'ob- 
 ohifſerve. In a'word, in all thoſecaſts in which they 
were not bound to reſt in the decitions of the ma- 
Wor part of their Church Guitles, 'or practiſe what 
nithey did approve, that isin'all the caſes mentioned 
In the formep head; they mult have had ſufficicne 
round, either tromi Scripture;or from Reaſon,for 
ir refuſa}rof ſubmiſſion to'them; Now theſe 
hree inferences do fully hultitie the Reformation 


ofthe Chureb of Fngland. 
From 


Loy 
” 
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S. VIIE . ...' 4, From{what hath been difcourſed we may ſe 
the weakneſs of thoſe pleas the. Romani Doll 
make in their own defence, and of the Argument 


they uſe to ſhew that *tis impoſſible they ſhoullli 


be guilty of thoſe corruptions in Doctrine, or in 
manners which we charge them with. For their 
moſt ſpecious pretencesare to this effect, : that we 
confels the Church of Rome was once both true 
and Orthodox, (hew then, ſay they, how: we did 
ceaſe to be ſo,whether by Schiſm or Herefie 2 With 
RH. Rational Scbiſm you cannot juſtly charge'us, for that can 
account, diſc. never be of « much major, and more:dignified part, in 
3- Chap. 5. reſped of a leſs, and inferior, ſubjeft to it ; becauſt 
S. 63. P 293 oþir main body in any diviſion ts rightly taken for th 
whole, from which a ſeparation is Schiſm, and 
which every Member ought to adhere,” as to the body 
and head here upon earth to which it belongs, we 
therefore being the much major, and more digi. 
fed part of the Church, cannot be Schiſmaticks in 
reference to Proteſtants who arc, and were at their 
departure,a leſs and an inferior body to us. If He 
reſie be the crime charged upon us, by whatChurd 
were we condemned ? what body of men, before 
you, found fault with thoſe corruptions which 
you, pretend to reform? for ſure it was not poſſ 
ble for ſo many errors and corruptions to come i 
to the Church, and no one take notice of them) 
could this be ſo, where was the watchful eye c 
providence over the Church ? But if we could 
{uppoſethis providence was unconcerned for pre 


ſervation of the Church, could all the Paſtors falla-i 
Neep at once ? or could they all conſpire together 


to deceive their Poſterity ? Moreover ſince God 
will always have a vifable Church, what can you 
mention beſides that which holds Communion 
with the Church of Rome, as the ther __ - 

ble 
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7 (eeMible Church of Chrift, when you began your re- _ 
HorMormation ( except perhaps ſome-Eaſtern Churches 
entsMyhich you diſlike almoſt as much as that of 
lai ome ? ) And if that Church could'teach ſuch er- 
r inffors as you charge her with, as matters of the 
ifChritian faith, what aſſurance can you have ſhe 
ath not erred in defining the Canon of Scriptures, 
nd delivering ſome Book, or Books for the word 
ff God, which are not{ſo? This 1s the ſum of all 
he pleadings of the Roman party in their own be- 
alt, And they are only ſuch as the Fewiſh Do- 
ors might have pleaded with as much plauſibili- 
y againſt our Lords Diſciples, and that firſt Chri- 
tian Charch which they planted in that Nation. 
or, 
1, Where, may they (ay, will you produce the Vid. Stilingf, 
en of former Ages who taxed the Fewiſh Church Sermon 24. 
ith ſuch errors and corruptions as your Feſws Qs xv, 
Jid? and bid men beware of the leaven of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, that is, the moſt holy and 
eamed Members of our Church ? Do not the 
briftians themſelves acknowledg that we were 
dnce a right vine, and the beloved of the Lord ? 
ow, or when therefore did we ceaſe to be (0? 
f by Schiſm 3 produce that major part, or body of 
he Fewiſh Church from which we ſeparated, when 
rft your Feſus, like another Luther, appeared 
umong us? Orif by Hereſie we ceaſed to be ſo;by 
hat Chxarch, what Councils were we condemned ? 
ho can believe that God would ever ſuffer ſuch 
langerous DoGttrines to prevail in his own Church, 
and raiſe up no Church Guides, no Prophets to di- 
cover things fo deſiruCtive to her very being, till 
heſe Hew Teachers and Reformers firſt aroſe ? 
here then had God a true Church in the world, 
{ not among the people of the Fers ? _ 0- 
ther 


< 36. a 
—  - he) 


DEED =24 . 


an 2. JIA 


GAO 1 C. 


OE 
a 


_—_ —_— 


* 
CY 
6 ><_ : 
=. W 
IIIII—_ oo 
Pow LJ ff - a 


TIRE _w 


om — _—+— 
i _ 
ren nets area y_ en 


Vide. Appen. 
_ 3.9,10, 
16, 


4 SERMON. 


ther-Chureh could Chrift or his Apoſtles mentiay, 
befides that which, he (o often taxed, with voidMr 
ing the Commandments of God, and rendriny 
his worſhip vam.,  becaufe of fome traditions 
which they had: received from their, Forefathers! 
If then God, fuffcred this Church to be: all overMn 
run with fuch a fatal leprofie,, and gave no cleaf 
diſcovery thereof, where was the watchful eye oli 
Providence? -Where was that God who profWu 
miſed that he would put his name for ever in Je 
ruſalem, and. that his eyes, and heart ſhould be jr 
petually there ? But ſuppoſe that Providence wa 
unconcerned,did all our Paſtors fall aſleep at once 
or could they all conſpire to deceive poſterity! 
Were not the Oracles of God committed to w 
- Fews, did not you Chriſtians receive them from 
us, if then our Church might- teach her Childr 
ſuch deſtructive exxors, as you charge her ' wit 
how can you be aſſured that ſhe hath not erret 
even in that Canon of Scriptures which from ha 
you haverectived ? fo. 

Now though this inſtance, which I have large 
ly proſecuted, may be ſufficient to ſhew the vani 
ty of the moſt plauſible pretences of R. H. a 
gainſt the Proteſtants, both in his, Rational acco 
and his Dsſcourſe. It might be farther manifeſic 
that they as ſtrong]y plead for the Heathen worlc 
againſt the Few, for the Mahirmezan againlt tht 
Chriſtian, fox the Prieſts of Bagh, againſt Elias anc 
thoſe ſeven thouſand who: had not bowed tir 
knee to Baal, for the prevailing Arian, agail 
the Orthodox, tor the Fornicatos, the Simoniatk 
the Covetorey and the Debanched perſon in all tholt 
Ages in which theſe were the; Epidemical, and 3 
moſt general diſcaſes of the Clergy, that is tron 
the tenth, to the {ixteenth Centwry,- + 

_ Amiichr 
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A SERMON. 
michrift himſelf, when he, accordipg to the 
predictions of the Scripture,and the confeſſion of 
any Raman Catholicks, ſhall drive the Church, 
hat is the Orthodox Profeſſors of the Faith into 
he Wilderneſs, and ſlay the Witneſſes of Chriſt, 
nd of his Do&rine. Burt, 

Toconclude, It this be truly the reſult of the 
nolt ſpecious pretences of theRoman party to draw 
ur ſouls into their deadly ſnares,if all their fairelt 
leas do make for Judaiſm, more naturally than 
 perdMhey do for Popery. Tf what they urge to prove 

vWhe Poteſtant Divines to be Deceivers of the people, 

oth more ſtrongly prove our bleſſed Feſws a De- 

iver,which is the higheſt Blaſphemy. I hope that 

0 true lover of this Feſ#s will be much tempted 

y ſuch pleas to entertain a good opinion of the 

Lomiſh Faith. Jt being certainly that Faith 

hich cannot be eſtabliſhed, but on the ruins of 

briſtianity, nor embraced by any Proteſtant, but 

BW the greatelt hazard, it not the rain of his 
oul, 


